DISTRICT NEWSLETTER

A monthly publication of the Barron Area School District

April 2018

Exciting Changes in English Learner Services
Our district has a solid reputation of meeting the
needs of all students as recently evidenced by the
National Blue Ribbon Award for closing gaps in student
achievement at Woodland Elementary. Our outlying
buildings also do an exemplary job of educating
students; Almena has received multiple “Beating the
Odds” awards from the state of Wisconsin, and Almena
“significantly exceeds expectations” on its state report
card.

With recent hires of two additional English Learner
(EL) teachers for our elementary students, we will

be able to serve our EL population at Aimena as well
as Woodland. For the past few years, non-English
Learner students have been bussed from the Barron
area to Almena Elementary to reap the benefits of an
outstanding education. Now, we can share the diversity
our district offers and better balance our class sizes
district-wide.

Elementary Principal Jennifer Clemens will be at the
A.C.E. meeting on Tuesday, March 13th at 4:30 p.m. at
Almena Elementary if you would like more information.
Having English Learners at Almena is a win-win
situation for our students and staff!

Donations Requested
For Barron High School’s

Environmental & Community Service Day

Wednesday, May 2nd (Rain Date May 9th)
Local organizations and/or individuals are encouraged
to donate supplies for Barron High School’s
Environmental & Community Service Day that has
been scheduled for May 2nd (rain date May 9th). On
this day, high school students and staff venture out into
the communities of the Barron Area School District to
provide service to the local communities. In the past,
students have raked, painted, cleaned, constructed,
educated, planted and entertained. Donations of work
gloves, sunscreen, bottled water, plastic gloves, rakes,
pruning shears, and monetary donations are welcome!

For more information or to make a donation, please
contact Brenda Haag, 537-5627, ext. 186, or Michele
Thome, ext. 143.

Congratulations to the Barron Bear Ice Team
who took 10th out of 78 teams at the Wisconsin
Interscholastic Fishing Association State Tournament
held in Minocqua, WI. The team took to the ice at 5:30
a.m. and fished hard. They ended up with 131 inches
of walleye and northern to seal the 10th place finish,
which allowed them to bring home some hardware.

The team members are as follows, front row, left to
right: Ethan Donica, Austin Williams, Andrew Williams,
John Hewitt, Isaac Mullikin. Back row: Advisor Keith
Romsos, Grant Stabenow, Connor Romsos, Caleb
Williams, Wyatt Boe, Ben Shatley, Hunter Nelson,
Wyatt Workman, Lucas Stafford, Austin Stabenow,
Advisors Jeff Stafford and BJ Williams. Other Advisors
not pictured: Jeremy Boe and Jason Shatley.

Connor Romsos
holding one of
the tournament-

% winning walleyes.
Romsos was the
MVP of the team,
catching many of

W the scoring fish.

Wyatt Boe added %8
bonus inches with his [§
catch of a Northern
Pike.

Mission Statement: To ensure all students reach their dreams while making a positive impact on the world.
The Barron Area School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, national origin, age, sex, or disability.




District Administrator Update
Academics and Curriculum
This month was full of team meetings and data discussions, allowing us to make data-driven decisions in our
instruction. Time spent on this helps us personalize learning and meet all of the academic needs of our students.

Our Juniors successfully completed ACT Exams this past month, and those results will be summarized on our state
district reports cards this coming fall. The next state-wide assessment is the Wisconsin Forward Exam for grades
3-8 and 10. This testing window is from March 19 through May 4.

Our 7th graders completed their Winter Survival unit this past month, which ended with a successful trip to Camp
Phillips. Thank you to all teachers for the dedication and commitment to organize this awesome event.

. Superintendent Tremblay learns what :
: it takes to prepare for survival at Camp
: Phillips :

We are currently taking a careful look at our needs for our in-house driver’s education program. With Dave Vruwink
planning to retire this year, we now have very big shoes to fill. We are grateful for the years that Mr. Vruwink
committed to teaching our students how to drive safely. Our goal is to do everything we can in order to keep this
program in-house and affordable.

Community and Parents

| hosted our HON Superintendent’s monthly meeting this past month. This gathering included a tour of our new
facility. There were many photos taken and a second tour was requested when our phase two is complete. They
were wowed!! Anyone that would like a tour of our new facility, please feel free to call Central Office to schedule
with me.

I would like to let everyone know about this special agreement coming out of Madison:

Bucky’s Tuition Promise Agreement: Chancellor Blank made a major announcement this month that firmly
demonstrates the UW-Madison’s commitment to access and affordability, particularly for Wisconsin residents.
Bucky’s Tuition Promise (BTP) commits to providing some of our most financially vulnerable students and families
with the opportunity to attend UW-Madison without concern of the cost of tuition and segregated fees. We feel that
one of the best parts of this new initiative is the clarity and simplicity of the criteria and commitment--if an incoming
student’s household adjusted gross income (AGI) is less than or equal to $56K, we’ll ensure that tuition and
segregated fees are paid with gift aid (i.e. scholarships and grants).

Extracurricular

At regionals this past month six wrestlers advanced to Sectionals in Amery. Will Waldofski, Tristan Massie, and
Jackson Massie took 1st at Regionals. Alex Cox and Zach Miller took 2nd at Regionals. Chase Peltier took 3rd--
but due to an injury to the 2nd place finisher, he was able to compete. At sectionals Tristan finished second and Will
finished first. Due to this, our athletes competed at the Wisconsin State Wrestling Tournament in Madison. We are
so proud of them!

Tristan Massie was also awarded with the honor of “Wrestler of the Year in the HON Conference”. Congratulations
go out to Tristan!



| had the honor of joining our Montessori program this past month as we
participated in the Barnebirkie ski race in Hayward, Wisconsin. The students
and parents were wonderful, and | enjoyed watching our students cross the
finish line and receive medals.

Hockey season ended in the first round of WIAA tournament play. The
Icemen faced some tough teams this season, and | look forward to watching
them grow and win again next year.

Our girls’ basketball season ended in Hayward this past month with a hard-
fought battle against the Lady Canes. The boys’ basketball team hosted
Somerset on February 27 in the first round of the WIAA tournament play
and we had a tough loss, but a great season.

Superintendent Tremblay
accompanies our Montessori

. program for some Barnebirkie
receive the ratings of A+, A and A- in their three rounds of a level 2 forensics : prog Fun! :

meet in Eau Claire this last month, which brought them a Blue-First placing! R LT E R AR ERLERRLERLRRRERE :

We had two of our middle school students, Madeline and Teagan Mickelson,

Congratulations to Syd Frandsen and Melissa Yahr who competed in Colfax at the Forensics Sub-District
competition. Their play-acting piece entitled, “Chair Wars” received scores high enough to qualify them to go to the
District Forensics Competition in Menomonie on March 17th!

Congratulations to the 1st Ladies of DI - (Destination Imagination) for taking first place in the regional competition
in Osceola! Kiara Hardina, Mikayla Eraquam, Hallie Jerome and Iris Shipley will be heading to state competition in
Stevens Point on Saturday, March, 24th!

Facilities

Phase 1 of our building project is nearing completion. Maintenance and Technology staff have been moving
equipment, and we have begun instruction in the new facility during our final trimester. We had a few slow downs
with subcontractors, but we are being patient and flexible throughout this process. We are very fortunate to be able
to provide this upgraded 21st century classroom for our students. In addition, we have received state approval for
Phase 2 of our project. This phase will include our choir, band and agriculture facilities.

Finance

A grant called the “21st Century Community Learning Center” was completed and submitted on February 9,

2018. If we receive this grant, it would assist us in the after-school program through the Boys and Girls Club
at the Riverview Middle School. This was written for $115,000 each year for five years. Our district would be
administering this grant program. Awards will be presented later in the spring.

Food Service
Our food service staff organized a beautiful staff lunch, as we gathered together during our staff talent development
day this past month. A big thank you to our food service staff!

Pupil Services
Our Mental Health Consortium has made the decision to begin our program for the 2018-19 school year. Taking

every opportunity to address mental health is a priority that we take very seriously in our district. If anyone would
like to know more about this program, please feel free to call and set up at meeting with me to discuss the potential
of this program.

School Board

| have been working hard with our Board of Education these past few months in order to adopt new district policy
with legal guidance through a company called NEOLA. Our goal is to have policies on-line and easily accessible by
next fall. We will be posting them on our district website and will link to “board docs” on my administrator’s page.



Staff Talent

Our very own Kristin Hanson is featured in the 2017 Wisconsin
FFA Annual Report. It was a year of accomplishment for Kristin
and our Agricultural program.

All teachers administering the ACT and Forward exams this year
have all been trained and we successfully tested all of our juniors
this past month.

We had a staff talent development day this past month. Our focus
was curriculum, and we introduced our district curriculum project,
which will begin with an audit of Golden Standards during our

Adm/n/strat/on celebrating Dr. :

spring staff talent development day. This initiative will allow for SeusssB/n‘hday

reflection, collaboration and planning so we are all on the same page for what we want our students to accomplish
in each course and discipline.

Diane Wilcenski, Executive Director from Wisconsin Retired Educators Association, presented to our staff this past
month.

Our ELA staff (grades 6-8) completed training on My Perspectives. This is the new curriculum that we started as a
pilot in late fall and early winter. We are excited for the potential impact this will have on our students’ learning.

Student/Staff Health and Safety

The news in February that came from Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida, reminded us how
grateful we are for our health, safe environments and happiness. Our minds and hearts go out to all the families
suffering loss and trauma from this overwhelming tragedy.

Our district is committed to continuous improvement for crisis management, mental health supports, and most of all,
positive relationships with each of our students that walk through our doors and into our classrooms.

Technology
Our technology department is successfully setting up the new High School construction area including the CADD

lab, cameras, door accesses, wireless AP’s and so much more. Thank you for all of the hard work!

Our High School is getting set up with Faronics Insight software which helps us simplify and secure multi-user
computing environments. It is important to be able to control what our students can access, and we are making
every effort to keep them off non-instructional sites. This is an important initiative as we move forward with our 21st
Century learning environments.

Transportation
Katarina House has made our leadership team mindful of an important Special Education informational bulletin

concerning the laws governing transportation. We will work as a team to develop our processes and procedures in
order to follow due process according to rule.

There are many state laws and regulations that hinder some of our ability to serve families as we would like to. We
appreciate your understanding in this area. We are doing our best to continue with past practices but also to move
forward under the regulations set for us.

We continue to monitor and collaborate with our busing staff and our administrative team about student behavior on
our buses to insure that our students are safe. It is absolutely crucial that our drivers are able to focus on the road,
so we are taking student behavior very seriously. Please take time to remind your sons/daughters how important it
is for them to stay in their assigned areas and keep noise levels down on our buses at all times. We appreciate all
the parent support we can get!



Spotlight on Staff
Golden Bear Award
March 2018
Sonja Diedrich
Congratulations to Sonja Diedrich, for receiving
this award for her work with the Physical Education
program for the outlying schools.

Sonja has advocated for the outlying elementary
students so they are able to try a variety of sports for
Phy Ed, and it is very much appreciated.

She has collaborated between the Almena and
Ridgeland parent groups to purchase snowshoes,
cross country skis, ice skates, and roller blades for their
Phy Ed program. She has this organized to a T and

is committed to transferring the equipment from one
school to the other so both outlying schools can benefit
from these life-long sports.

Her flexibility of traveling to three different schools and
maintaining equipment rooms and offices at all three go
to show what a “team-player” she really is.

If any of you know Sonja, she has a very competitive
spirit; however, she never raises her voice to the
children. Sonja teaches our students how to be
gracious winners and losers and is constantly re-
teaching children how to solve problems, how to be a
good sport, and how to compliment others no matter
win or lose.

Congratulations, Sonja!

Fourth Grade Fun!
Mrs. Linsmeyer’s 4th graders earned an extra recess
and an ice cream treat in the PTA Box Top/Milk Cap
competition. They brought in 1588 box tops/milk caps.

FCCLA Competes at
Region 1 STAR Events Competition

The following Barron High School and Riverview Middle
School FCCLA (Family, Career, Community Leaders of
America) members competed in Region 1 STAR Events
competition at UW-Stout, on February 14th. STAR
stands for Students Taking Action with Recognition.
This year all students that competed earned scores
that advanced them to state competition in April at the
Kalahari in Wisconsin Dells.
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Left to right, bottom: Jacqueline Erb, Megan Bartlett,
Chandra Pelch, Kami Zurn, Hannah Holst, and Delaney
Willers. Middle: Andrea Bates, Jordanna Bakken, Kesha
Palmquist, Madeline Mickelson, Isabel Massie, Teagan
Mickelson, Mackenzie Weltzin, Emma Thompson,
Ashlynn Mark. Top: Ashlynn Harmon, William Weise,
Michael Nichols, Cecelia Prentiss, Kylie Amundson,
Sophie Kieler, Ahna Mikunda, and Isaiah Curtis.
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Riverview Middle School’s Students of the Month, from
left to right: Breydan Cuper (7th grade), William Weise
(8th grade), Rena Curtis (5th grade), Ashlynn Mark (6th
grade).




Barron High School’s Students on a Roll (SOAR)

ESL
Ayan Hussein has worked very hard this year and is
always moving forward academically.

Science
Hunter Schultz has a great work ethic combined with
a love for science! He asks great questions and thinks
deeply about science issues.

Fine Arts
Andrew Smith is a junior who goes above and beyond.
He pays attention to detail and always strives to be
better. He is not content with being mediocre. He also
helps others along the way to be the best version of
themselves.
Ana Garcia is a quiet-spoken freshman who works hard
and is very kind to everyone around her. She has the
qualities to be a leader but is also okay assisting in non-
glamorous ways.
Courtney Lanners is a freshman who excels at singing.
She works hard and is organized and trustworthy. She
ran the entire backstage of the Barron County Talent
Show and did not miss a beat!
Kiley Huffman is a creative, hardworking student that
is willing to explore complicated designs to push her
artistic talents.

Language Arts
Eli Mettner always has his reading done and is
prepared to discuss even the toughest questions. He
consistently sets the curve on large exams. His writing is
strong. He has a very interesting sense of humor!

Social Studies
Callista Jerome excelled in 9th grade Geography. She
scored very well on assessments and used time in class
to meet and exceed course objectives.
Nora Hellmann did a fabulous job in her Psychology
class. She is a great thinker and puts a lot of effort in to
her work.

PE/Health
Caleb Williams suffered an ACL injury and has worked
very hard to work his way back into a spring sport while
keeping an always delightful personality!
Dakota Tucker is a pleasure to have in class because
of his work ethic and great attitude. He strives to do
his best each day and leads by example. He is always
respectful, kind, and willing to help others.
Elizabeth Erb excelled in Health Class second trimester
and is a joy to have in class.
Emma Knutson excelled in Health Class second
trimester and is a joy to be around.

Being Golden
Ahna Mikunda has been a dependable leader at BHS
this whole year. She is always willing to volunteer to
do any job for Student Senate and other clubs. Ahna
has helped educate our younger kids about lung health
and is a positive role model to all. Ahna is dedicated to
school, sports and her community. | love having her in
class and know she will excel in a future health career.
Andrew Williams is being recognized for perseverance
and progress. He has shown a lot of improvement over
2nd trimester, and has a lot to be proud of. He prioritizes
his time to get assignments completed and shows a
good balance between asking for help when he needs it
and having confidence to try on his own.
Asha Keith has a smile on her face every day. She
comes into Mrs. Mizer’s room and hangs out with the
students and also sits with them during lunch time. She
is helpful, kind, and includes others. She is a hard
worker and grateful to those around her.
Gracie Smith - Gracie has a kindness about her that
draws others in. She is funny, witty, and absolutely
wonderful with the students who are in Mrs. Mizer’s
classroom. She comes and visits all the students every
morning, sits with them during lunch, and also has
become a helper/tutor during resource period. She is
very outgoing and has a big heart for others. She is
helpful, kind, and includes others. She is a hard worker
and grateful to those around her.

Front row: Elizabeth Erb, Gracie Smith, Andrew
Williams, Andrew Smith. Back row: Ayan Hussein,
Courtney Lanners, Ahna Mikunda, Dakota Tucker, Eli
Mettner, Hunter Schultz, Ana Garcia, Callista Jerome,
Nora Hellmann. Not pictured: Asha Keith, Kiley
Huffman, Emma Knutson, Caleb Williams.



7th Grade Completes the Winter Survival Unit
The 7th graders had an amazing week working together at Camp Phillips. This is the 23rd year of this integrated
unit within the 7th grade curriculum. Students were fortunate to have had the expertise of Ruth King, Nate
Dodge, Dave Burke, Jim Bishop, Katie Schoenke, Jon Lantz and Sue Becker to prepare them to sleep outside in
Wisconsin’s frigid weather. Throughout this project, students built snow walls and used tarps to build a shelter,
sewed neck and wrist gaiters, completed survival folders, took notes, passed a Survival Test, participated in an
Iditarod simulation, and learned to build fires in the snow.

On Monday and Tuesday, students built their shelters with their groups, learned how to work together, delegate,
cooperate and build positive relationships with their peers. Students also enjoyed a little free time enjoying
Wisconsin’s gorgeous winter by sledding.

On Thursday, students participated in eight team building activities: cross country skiing, toxic waste, Prouty’s
landing, snowshoe soccer, trust fall, meat grinder, whale watch, and buddy boards. They learned to work together
as a team, and encourage, trust, and communicate with their classmates. They also learned how to be leaders, use
logical thinking and problem-solve as a group. The culminating activities of sectionals and spending the night is the
highlight of winter survival. This year’s temperatures dipped below zero with some fierce winds. Thursday evening,
students enjoyed sledding, snowshoeing, skiing and playing football in the snow.

This winter we had plenty of snow, but Wednesday’s unusually warm day of 45 degrees quickly melted students’
snow walls. On Thursday, prior to putting their sleep systems in their shelters, students had to make quick
decisions on how to secure their tarps and fix the gaps and holes that the melted snow created for them.

This two-month-long integrated unit is successful due to the hard work of staff, bus drivers, students, parents and
community members willing to contribute year after year to teaching our 7th graders how to survive in Wisconsin’s
ever-fluctuating climate, and fostering their adventurous spirits.

A special thank you to the area businesses that support our program through product donations: Kwik Trip, Tractor
Central, The Turkey Store, Bernick’s, and Aimena Meat Company . We could not do this without your support.




The 2018 Forensics Season is on a roll!
Forensics is an extracurricular activity that centers
around promoting literacy through reading, writing,
speaking and listening. Participants have the opportunity
to speak and perform using various platforms such
as Extemporaneous Speech, Poetry Reading, Play
Acting and more! Forensics can help build confidence,
help students develop critical thinking skills and logical
reasoning, increase social awareness, and also provide
an outlet for creative expression.

Five students from Riverview Middle School recently
competed at the Eau Claire South Middle School

Level 1 Forensics Festival on Thursday, February 8th.
Alexia Paulsen, Lilly Kunkel and Symmantha Schene
performed a skit called “Elevator Games” by Sean Abley
and received the ratings of B+, A and B+ in their three
rounds. Madeline and Teagan Mickelson performed

a duo skit called “Dud Wars” by Ken Bradbury. They
received A-ratings in all three rounds! Their scores
allowed them to advance to the Level 2 Competition at
DelLong Middle School in Eau Claire on March 1st where
they again received all A-ratings!

Our High School team
of Melissa Yahr and
Sydney Frandsen

has also been busy
with their skit entitled
“Chair Wars” by

Jerry Rabushka.
They attended the
New Richmond High

\ ey
School Forensics Invitational
on February 24th and then
competed in the Sub-District
competition in Colfax on
March 7th. Their scores have
qualified them to compete

at the District Competition in
Menomonie on March 17th.
Congratulations to these
students for all of their hard
work!

BHS Chamber Choir Attends Large Group Festival
The Barron High School Chamber Choir went to Large
Group Festival in Rice Lake on March 13th. Large Group
Festival is a competition for all choirs in Wisconsin who
are members of the Wisconsin State Music Association
(WSMA). Ensembles are required to compete at least
once every two years. There are three categories:
Class A, Class B or Class C to compete in with Class
A being the most difficult. WSMA compiles a list of
required music and each ensemble must choose one
song from the required list for the category they wish to
sing in. In addition, they choose two more songs of the

same caliber. The Chamber Choir competed in Class A
singing three songs. They were judged by three judges
from the WSMA. They received unanimous one ratings
from each judge with exemplary comments. In addition,
they worked in a clinic with Brett Robison (pictured)
from Viterbo University. The best part of the day was the
comments from judges and our clinician complimenting
not only their singing but also their engagement,
respectfulness and focus. Great job Barron Chamber

Poster Contest Winner
Kiley Huffman placed first in the
Barron County Environmental
Poster Contest in the 10th-12th
Grade Division and placed 2nd
in the 9-County Area Contest.
The high school was well-
represented with winners in the
local contest with the following: | 1%
Grades 10-12 Division, 2nd :
place Hailey Cox, 3rd place

Leila Dabar, Runner-Up Dylan ;
Olson. Grades 7-9 Division winners: 3rd place Gabriel

Cabral, Runners Up - Abdinoor Hussein, Tyler Hogan,
Ridwan Sharif, Faith Hanson, Chesney Herrman, and
Rylie Williams. Congratulations everyone!

Morning Muffins at Almena
Thursday, March 1st, Alimena parents had a chance to
visit school and have a morning muffin and juice with
their children, and start the day with reading a book
with their kids. The celebration was a kickoff to the Dr.
Seuss celebration Thursday and Friday at the school.
Miss Cari Schlosser, dressed up like The Cat in the Hat,
assisted the kids in making a free book selection. With
Miss Schlosser is 3rd grader Ethan Eriksen, and his
mom Katie. ) A

Owen Sprague
and Grant

Morning Muffin
celebration.




ANNUAL NOTICE
HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH
The McKinney-Vento Act defines homeless children and youth as:

Children and youth who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence, and includes children and youth
who are:

. sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason

. living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate
accommodations

. living in emergency or transitional shelters

. abandoned in hospitals

. living in a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as
a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings

. living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or
similar settings; and

. migratory children who qualify as homeless because the children are living in circumstances described
above

If you are personally aware of or are acquainted with any children or youth who may qualify according to the above
criteria, the Barron Area School District provides the following assurances to parents and guardians of homeless
children and youth and unaccompanied homeless youth:

. The child or youth shall be immediately enrolled and allowed to fully participate in school, even if unable to
produce records normally required for enrollment (e.g., academic records, immunization and other required
health records, proof of residency, or other documentation) or has missed application or enroliment
deadlines during any period of homelessness.

. Homeless children and youths are not stigmatized or segregated on the basis of their status as homeless
and have full and equal educational and related opportunities.

. Meaningful opportunities to participate in the education of their children including special notices of events,
parent-teacher conferences, newsletters, and access to student records.

. Immediate enrollment and transportation to the school of origin. “School of origin” means the school that
a child or youth attended when permanently housed or the school in which the child or youth was last
enrolled, including a preschool.

. Written explanation of any decisions related to school selection or enrollment made by the school, the
local educational agency, or the State educational agency involved, including the rights of the parent,
guardian, or unaccompanied youth to appeal and receive prompt resolution of such decisions.

Please contact Katarina House, homeless liaison for the Barron Area School District, at (715) 537-5612 ext.
406 or housek@barron.k12.wi.us or her assistant, Bea Lundequam at (715) 537-5612 ext. 409 or by email at
lundequamb@barron.k12.wi.us for additional information about the rights and services described above.
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